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somebody’s mind on NEA by giving a
30-minute speech on NEA?

Come forward, my colleagues, offer
your amendments, agree to a reason-
able time, and let’s vote. If we are not
going to do it now, we will have to do
it tonight because we need to get this
appropriations bill done.

We have made good progress. We
have worked together. We have had
good cooperation. Let’s not bog down.
If we have a mining amendment, graz-
ing, NEA, let’s get them up, let’s have
reasonable debate with hopefully not
more than an hour on anything, and
let’s vote. I believe we can complete
this tonight and go on to the FDA re-
form package that I believe at least 94
Senators want to do. The Democratic
leader has agreed to work with me to
try to get that done this week, so I
urge my colleagues, let’s get going
here.

I yield the floor.
Mr. GORTON addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington.
Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I thank

the majority leader for helping in get-
ting this debate going. We already have
a unanimous-consent agreement for a
debate on the Ashcroft amendment on
the National Endowment for the Arts
of a maximum of 145 minutes beginning
at 1:30. So there will be a vote on or in
relation to the Ashcroft amendment
before 4 o’clock. Personally, I hope it is
much before 4 o’clock if not all of that
time is used. There are 2 hours between
now and the time at which that amend-
ment starts.

My friend, Senator BRYAN, from Ne-
vada, seems perhaps, I hope, ready for
a 11⁄2 hour debate on his amendment on
forest roads. I am attempting to clear
that on this side of the aisle and hope
I can have it done so that we can com-
plete that amendment and have the
vote before the NEA debate begins. I do
know there are several other National
Endowment for the Arts amendments
that will succeed the Ashcroft amend-
ment, and maybe one or two others
that require votes. Senator BUMPERS
may have one on mining.

The majority leader is correct; we
have been on this bill off and on, most-
ly on, since last Friday. We have yet to
have our first rollcall vote on the bill
or on any amendment to the bill. It is
time to get going, and I believe my col-
leagues are about ready to do just that.
f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1998

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the Interior bill, H.R.
2107.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2107) making appropriations
for the Department of the Interior and relat-
ed agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1998, and for other purposes.

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
pending question is Hutchinson amend-
ment No. 1196.

Who seeks recognition?
Mr. BROWNBACK addressed the

Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas.
AMENDMENT NO. 1204

(Purpose: To ensure that the Huron Ceme-
tery in Kansas City, Kansas, is used as a
cemetery)
Mr. BROWNBACK. I ask unanimous

consent the pending amendment be set
aside, and I call up amendment No.
1204.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows.

The Senator from Kansas [Mr. BROWNBACK]
proposes an amendment numbered 1204.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that reading of
the amendment be dispensed with.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment is as follows:
At the appropriate place in title I, insert

the following:
‘‘SEC. 1 . (a) In this section—
(1) the term ‘‘Huron Cemetery’’ means the

lands that form the cemetery that is popu-
larly known as the Huron Cemetery, located
in Kansas City, Kansas as described in sub-
section b(3);

(2) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of the Interior;

(b)(1) The Secretary shall take such action
as may be necessary to ensure that the lands
comprising the Huron Cemetery (as de-
scribed in paragraph (3)) are used only in ac-
cordance with this subsection.

(2) The lands of the Huron Cemetery shall
be used only—

(A) for religious and cultural uses that are
compatible with the use of the lands as a
cemetery; and

(B) as a burial ground.
(3) The description of the lands of the

Huron Cemetery is as follows:
The tract of land in the NW 1/4 of sec. 10,

T. 11 S., R. 25 E., of the sixth principal me-
ridian, in Wyandotte County, Kansas (as sur-
veyed and marked on the ground on August
15, 1888, by William Millor, Civil Engineer
and Surveyor), described as follows:

‘‘Commencing on the Northwest corner of
the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest
Quarter of said Section 10;

‘‘Thence South 28 poles to the ‘true point
of beginning’;

‘‘Thence South 71 degrees East 10 poles and
18 links;

‘‘Thence South 18 degrees and 30 minutes
West 28 poles;

‘‘Thence West 11 and one-half poles;
‘‘Thence North 19 degrees 15 minutes East

31 poles and 15 feet to the ‘true point of be-
ginning’, containing 2 acres or more.’’.

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I
will not take too much of the Members’
time to discuss this amendment, but I
think it is a clear, narrow piece of leg-
islation that is an important one, and
what it involves is a particular tract of
land in Kansas City that is currently
being used by the Kansas Wyandot In-
dians, which is an informally recog-
nized tribe, as a burial ground. This
tribe has used this tract for a number

of years as a burial ground. There is a
branch of the Wyandot Indians in Okla-
homa that is an officially recognized
tribe that seeks to acquire this par-
ticular tract of land and have a casino
on it.

Now, setting aside the dispute about
which tribe controls this particular
tract of land, I just think it is not an
appropriate thing for us to approve, or
to allow a tribe, this one in Oklahoma,
to acquire this land and put a casino on
what has been a tribal ancestral burial
ground. I think it is sacrilegious for
that to occur.

It is not that we are saying there are
not enough casinos in Kansas City; we
have a number of them. That is a side
issue as well. What we seek by this
amendment is very narrow, and that is
that this tract will remain a burial
ground and that it will not be used for
a casino.

We do not seek to mediate the issue
of who does the land belong to. We do
not seek to establish the Kansas Wyan-
dot tribe as an official tribe. That is
not a part of it. We don’t seek to recog-
nize the Wyandot Oklahoma Indians’
claim to this land. We set all of that
aside. This amendment simply says
this land should remain an Indian bur-
ial ground as it has been for genera-
tions and it should not be transferred,
it should not be land acquired on which
to place a casino.

I ask that the Members look at this
particular amendment. I am going to
call it back up for a vote later on if we
do not have consent from all the Mem-
bers. This land should not be allowed
to be used for a casino. It is hallowed
ground and it should be allowed as
that.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I com-

mend my good friend from Kansas. I
ask the Senator from Kansas to tempo-
rarily set this amendment aside be-
cause the chairman of the Indian Af-
fairs Committee is presently presiding
at a very important hearing, and I be-
lieve he would want to be heard. It is
not the intention of the committee to
stall this but to accommodate Senator
CAMPBELL. So as soon as he is com-
pleted, we will try to resolve this mat-
ter.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I concur
with my friend from Hawaii. I believe
that this amendment is going to be
cleared, but it is appropriate that both
the chairman and the vice chairman of
the committee be able to speak at least
briefly to it. As soon as we have heard
from the Senator from Colorado, we
may be able to pass this amendment.
Personally, I think it is a good amend-
ment, and I commend the Senator from
Kansas for bringing it to our attention.

Mr. President, unless someone else
seeks recognition, I am going to sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. I am des-
perately attempting to get a time
agreement on the Bryan amendment
before 12 o’clock so that we can finish
that before we begin the debate on the
National Endowment for the Arts. In
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the meantime, if there is anyone else
within sound or sight who wishes to
propose an amendment, we invite their
presence.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislate clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ROB-
ERTS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
f

VISIT TO THE SENATE BY
EVGENEY S. SAVCHENKO, MEM-
BER OF THE RUSSIAN SENATE

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I have
the distinct pleasure of having a visitor
on the floor of the Senate today, the
Honorable Mr. Evgeney S. Savchenko,
who is a Senator in the Russian Sen-
ate. He is also the chairman of the ag-
riculture committee, the Committee of
the Council of Federation for the
Agrarian Policy. In other words, it is
the Senate Agriculture Committee for
the entire Russian Federation.

We are delighted to have Mr.
Savchenko here.

He also holds another position, Mr.
President. He is Governor of the
Belgorod region of the Russian Federa-
tion. I thought the occupant of the
chair might be delighted to know that
in Russia, when you are elected a Gov-
ernor of a region or Governor of a
state, you automatically become a sen-
ator. So, therefore, you can fulfill both
positions at the same time.

I know the occupant of the chair, in
his former life, was the chairman of the
Agriculture Committee of the House of
Representatives. So I know that the
occupant of the chair, the distin-
guished Senator from Kansas, would
have a lot to discuss, I am sure, in
terms of agriculture with Mr.
Savchenko who is the chairman of the
agriculture committee of the Russian
Federation.

I am delighted to have him here and
present on the Senate floor today.

With that, Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
f

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1998

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, we
have today an opportunity to discuss
and to ultimately vote on, I think, one
of the more important issues, both sub-

stantively and philosophically, within
the Department of the Interior appro-
priations bill, that having to do with
the future of Federal-State-local part-
nerships that have existed now for
some years with the National Endow-
ment for the Arts and funding for the
arts in America.

There are some who would suggest
that somehow this is an elitist enter-
prise that involves large cities in urban
areas. Coming from the State of South
Dakota, I can assure my colleagues
that the NEA and the funding that has
gone to my home State of South Da-
kota has been absolutely critical as
seed money for the promotion and the
development of artistic efforts that
have benefited virtually every school
district, virtually every county, and
community across my very large and
rural State.

We have, as so many States do, a
great deal of artistic talent, commit-
ment to the arts, but we don’t have a
lot of corporate sponsors, we don’t
have a lot of philanthropists, we don’t
have a lot of sources for funding that
can create the seed money that we
need for the arts to blossom, to bloom
in places like South Dakota.

The function of this funding has been
absolutely critical in our State. It has
gone to our school and communities,
our touring artists, artisan school pro-
grams. It has gone for our Arts Corps
Program for South Dakota’s juvenile
correctional facilities in partnership
with our Department of Corrections
and the South Dakota Arts Council. It
has gone for the Indian services to
sponsor the Northern Plains tribal art
show and market, which has created a
whole new environment, a whole new
series of opportunities for Northern
Plains Native Americans to develop
their artistic skills and to market
those skills. It has gone for our Youth
at Risk Program. It has gone for our
Arts in the Classroom Teachers’ Con-
ference, and it has created a whole new
environment for the arts in our State.

When I look back at what existed
prior to 1965 when the NEA was cre-
ated, we had people with great artistic
talent in the State then, too, but we
didn’t have the structure to really pro-
mote the arts. Now, thanks to the seed
money of the NEA over the years, we
have in place the South Dakota Arts
Council, we have in place the South
Dakota Museum Association, the Rural
Arts Presenting Program, Dakota Prai-
rie Playhouse, the Black Hills Chamber
Music Society for Big Sioux Arts Coun-
cil. We have literally pages of arts or-
ganizations that now exist in every
county, in virtually every community
of our State that did not exist prior to
the creation of the NEA.

So, Mr. President, I can’t emphasize
too much the importance of this orga-
nization to enhance the quality of life
for those who would otherwise not have
great opportunities to experience per-
formance art or art of any kind with-
out this. I think we need to keep in
mind that the issue here is really a

philosophic one and not so much a
budget issue.

There is $100 million involved here
for the Nation’s entire artistic effort,
less, I might add, relative to the budget
and that of any other Western industri-
alized nation on Earth, but that por-
tion of money has gone a long, long
ways in our country. And, in fact, to
keep this in some sort of perspective,
we are going to be debating later on
this month a defense appropriations
bill where there are those in conference
who would like us to purchase nine
more B–2 bombers at a cost of $1 billion
apiece. Our entire arts program, that
goes to every school, every county and
every city in our Nation costs one-
tenth of one bomber. It costs less than
it would cost to maintain this fleet of
aircraft that the Pentagon does not
even want.

So this is, relative to the entire
budget, a modest effort, less than what
other countries devote, but yet cru-
cially, crucially important, not just for
large urban areas and large artistic or-
ganizations, but for those of us in rural
America who find this an absolute life-
line.

It is certainly my hope that by the
time we conclude the debate on the In-
terior appropriations bill today that we
will find our way to insist that there
continues to be a strong Federal-local,
public-private partnership in the arts
that has gone on now for over 30 years
and which has been responsible, I
think, for an enormous amount of very
constructive, positive effort for our
children, for the quality of life in our
communities, big and small.

I know that there are several amend-
ments pending. I won’t go into detail
about each of them, other than to say,
again, I certainly ask my colleagues to
very carefully review these amend-
ments. It is critical that when the day
is done that we continue to have mod-
est but responsible funding for the arts
in the United States. I yield the floor.

Mr. GORTON addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington is recognized.
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, the fol-
lowing request has been cleared.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate considers Senator BRYAN’s
amendment regarding forest roads,
there be 90 minutes equally divided in
the usual form. I further ask unani-
mous consent that no second-degree
amendment be in order to the Bryan
amendment. I further ask unanimous
consent that following the expiration
or yielding back of time, a vote occur
on the amendment at a time to be de-
termined by the two leaders.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GORTON. Mr. President, I under-
stand that Senator BRYAN is on his way
to the floor to begin that debate. I be-
lieve that the principal opponents of
the amendment have also been noti-
fied. In any event, they should proceed
immediately to the floor to engage in
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